St. Maria Goretti Parish
500 Northgate Drive
Dyer, Indiana 46311
219.865.8956

Celebrating Our Parish

January 7, 2023 - January 8, 2023

This Week In Our Parish

Mass Intentions

Monday, January 9, 2023

January 7 - January 15, 2023

6:30 - 8:00 pm - CFP 5th and 6th Grades

Tuesday, January 10, 2023

Saturday, January 7, 2023

9:30 am - 50/50 Club Drawing

4:00 pm

Wednesday, January 11, 2023
8:30 am - Mass
10:00 - 11:00 am - Chair Yoga
12:00 pm - Parish Offices Closed

Sunday, January 8, 2023
8:30 am
10:30 am

Thursday, January 12, 2023
5:30 - 6:30 pm - Gentle Yoga

8:30 am

Saturday, January 14, 2023

4:00 pm
8:30 am
10:30 am

8:30 am - Mass
10:30 am - Mass
1:00 pm - Altar Server Training

December 24 - 25, 2022
Online Giving
December 20 - 27, 2022

Lector
4:00 pm
8:30 am
10:30 am

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

21,875.00
33,267.00
1,570.00
132.00
30.00
300.00
1,540.00

14 envelopes

$

505.90

Yvonne Hoff
Michelle Burke
Indian Polletta

Eucharist Ministers
4:00 pm
Kerry Ericksen, Judi Crider,
Deacon Muvich, Father Leo
8:30 am
10:30 am
Altar Servers
10:30 am
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Jared Smevoll, Jacob Smevoll,
Deacon Ratliff, Father Leo
Peggy Szumski, Jeff Sinder,
Deacon Ratliff, Father Leo
Tatiana Poletta, Scout Polletta

Patrick Recupido by the Family
Frank Colosimo by Anne Iglar

December 31, 2022 - January 1, 2023
Online Giving December 28, 2022—January 3, 2023

398 envelopes
363 Envelopes
11 envelopes
5 envelopes
2 envelopes
8 envelopes
307 envelopes

January 14 — 15, 2023

Gloria Bloore by John Bloore

Sunday, January 15, 2023

Sunday, January 15, 2023

Ministry Schedule

Sally Sharelis by Eileen Owens

Saturday, January 14, 2023

9:00 - 10:30 am - CFP Early Session A
11:00 am - 12:30 pm - CFP Late Session A
4:00 pm - Mass

Regular Collection
Christmas
Community Outreach
Flowers
Immaculate Conception
Music
50/50
Solemnity of Mary
Online Giving

Ann Campbell by the Family
Mary Holzhall by Teresa Glotzbach

Wednesday, January 11, 2023

Friday, January 13, 2023
12:00 pm - Parish Offices Closed

Our Weekly Collection

Angelina Rodriguez
by Jose and Paula Serrano

358 envelopes
20 envelopes
2 envelopes
8 envelopes
2 envelopes
96 envelopes
295 envelopes
111 envelopes
10 envelopes

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

13,112.55
1,280.00
1,968.00
1,060.00
15.00
1,237.00
1,475.00
2,035.00
556.90

Parish Office Information
Phone: 219.865.8956
Email: info@smgdyer.org
Extension
Email
Father Gajardo
313
FatherLeo@smgdyer.org
Father Niblick
304
FatherNiblick@smgdyer.org
Deacon Muvich
315
DeaconPhil@smgdyer.org
Deacon Ratliff
310
DeaconDan@smgdyer.org
Music Ministry
302
KarinJ@smgdyer.org
Christian Formation Program
219.322.6124
Community Outreach
219.865.5481
Church Website: www.stmariagorettichurch.org
Church Address: 500 Northgate Drive, Dyer, IN 46311
Office Hours:
Monday - Tuesday - Thursday: 9 AM – 12 PM & 1 PM – 4 PM
Wednesday & Friday: 9 AM – 12 PM
Saturday & Sunday: Closed
Evening Hours by Appointment

Living From Sunday - Father Gajardo
Dear Friends,
In July of 2012 my family and I vacationed on the
northern coast of California, not too far from Santa
Cruz. We flew into San Francisco in the early
evening and, by the time we drove through the
Santa Cruz mountains on Route 17 toward our
destination, day turned to night. I remember very
clearly how tense we all we were as we drove
through the winding and unfamiliar mountains,
with the road making sharp and unexpected turns.
We all breathed a tremendous sigh of relief when
we got to where we were staying for the week,
grateful to have arrived safely.

What greeted us as we got out of the car, a
hundred yards or so from the Pacific Ocean, was a
beautiful and clear summer night. Above us the
night sky was filled with countless stars. I had seen
starry nights before, although having lived in or
near large cities all my life, it has been a rare
occurrence. We were all so impressed by the sight
of all those stars, brilliantly shining in the sky, that,
despite our tiredness from the trip, we stayed up
for quite a while, enjoying the starry display and
each other’s company. For the rest of our stay in
California that week, the sky was overcast at night,
so we didn’t see all those stars again. But, in a
way, the fact that we didn’t get to see the stars
during the rest of our trip made us appreciate that
first night even more.
I share this anecdote with you because a star, the
so-called Star of Bethlehem, is such an important
and evocative element of the Feast of the
Epiphany (Manifestation/Revelation) of the Lord
that we celebrate this Sunday. Part of the reason
why it can be difficult for us to engage creatively
and imaginatively with the Epiphany narrative is
that, in many ways, we have lost our appreciation
for stars.
I don’t mean the latest movie
“celebrities,” but those celestial bodies that
captivated the imagination and ingenuity of human
beings from the earliest of times. Our modern
lives, with streetlights and GPS navigation systems,
have alienated us from the stars that our ancestors
relied on for illumination and guidance. Most of us
hardly ever think of stars, and we don’t really miss
them.

And yet, when we look at a starry sky, when we
visit a planetarium, or when we see the incredible
pictures of faraway galaxies provided by the Webb
telescope, something in us stirs, filling us with awe
and wonder at the incredible beauty and majesty
of the universe. Perhaps such feeling gives us a
taste of what the Evangelist Matthew was trying to
evoke when he included in his narrative of the
early years of Jesus’ earthly life the detail about
the star guiding the magi.
But what is the star that is meant to guide us to
Christ amid the darkness that often fills our world
and our lives? For us as believers, the Word of
God contained is Sacred Scripture is meant to be
our “Star of Bethlehem,” attracting us and leading
us to know and adore the God who made the
universe and who made himself one with us in
Christ. That is why actively listening to the Word
proclaimed at Mass and praying with the Word
(lectio divina), either on our own or in a small
group, are essential and formative practices that
enable us to encounter and be transformed by the
Word, just like the magi who encountered and
were transformed by the Word revealed to them
in the Christ child.
And so, I want to encourage and urge you, my
brothers and sisters, to make room for the Word
of God in your hearts and in your homes. I invite
you to spend a few minutes every week praying
the lectio divina that we publish in every bulletin,
so as to welcome the Word into your life and to
prepare to welcome the Word with your brothers
and sisters at Sunday Mass.

I know it feels “weird” at first. It still feels that way
at times to me. Often, I am as uncomfortable
praying lectio divina by myself or with others as I
was that night that we drove through the Santa
Cruz Mountains on a winding road. But then, on
certain occasions, after the awkwardness and
discomfort have passed, I get a glimpse of the
beauty and majesty of God revealed in the
Scriptures. And in those moments, all I can do is
sit in gratitude and peace, adoring the One who
can use the words of broken human beings to
manifest himself to us.
Peace,
Father Leo
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Living For Sunday

Lectio Divina
for January 15, 2023
The Second Sunday In Ordinary Time
We begin our prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty ever-living God,
who govern all things,
both in heaven and on earth,
mercifully hear the pleading of your people
and bestow your peace on our times.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Collect, Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reading (Lectio)
Read the following Scripture two or three times.
John 1:29-34
John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him
and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world. He is the one of whom
I said, ‘A man is coming after me who ranks
ahead of me because he existed before me.’ I
did not know him, but the reason why I came
baptizing with water was that he might be made
known to Israel.” John testified further, saying, “I
saw the Spirit come down like a dove from
heaven and remain upon him. I did not know
him, but the one who sent me to baptize with
water told me, ‘On whomever you see the Spirit
come down and remain, he is the one who will
baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ Now I have seen
and testified that he is the Son of God.”

Meditation (Meditatio)
After the reading, take some time to reflect in silence
on one or more of the following questions:

•
•
•
•

Did this scripture passage remind you of a
personal experience, story, or another scripture
passage?
What word or words in this passage caught your
attention?
What in this passage comforted you?
What in this passage challenged you?

If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group,
after the reflection time, invite the participants to
share their responses.

Prayer (Oratio)
Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to
the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that the
Word inspires in you.

Contemplation (Contemplatio)
Read the Scripture again, followed by this reflection:
What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord
asking of me?

John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him.
When have I encountered Christ? How can I
become more aware of God’s presence in those I
meet, especially those in need?
I did not know him. When have I felt far from
God? How can I grow in my knowledge of and
love for God?
Now I have seen and testified that he is the Son
of God. When have I testified to God’s actions in
my life? How can I become more comfortable
sharing my faith?
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After a period of silent reflection and/or
discussion, all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the
following:

Closing Prayer:
I have waited, waited for the LORD, and
he stooped toward me and heard my cry.
And he put a new song into my mouth,
a hymn to our God.
Sacrifice or offering you wished not,
but ears open to obedience you gave me.
Holocausts or sin-offerings you sought not;
then said I, “Behold I come.”
“In the written scroll it is prescribed for me,
to do your will, O my God, is my delight,
and your law is within my heart!”
I announced your justice in the vast
assembly; I did not restrain my lips, as you,
O LORD, know.
From Psalm 40

Living the Word This Week
How can I make my life a gift for others in
charity?

Read Disciples Called to Witness
to learn how to share your faith more
effectively:
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-andteachings/howwe-teach/newevangelization/disciples-called-towitness

Excerpts from the New American Bible, revised
edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Washington, D.C. and are used by
permission of the copyright owner. Excerpts from the
Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the
United States of America, second typical edition ©
2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. Used with
permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text
may be reproduced by any means without
permission in writing from the copyright owner.

Excerpts from the English translation of
The Roman Missal © 2010, International Commission
on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights
reserved.
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Words For The Wind - Father Niblick
Dear Friends,
The Gospel story this weekend does not say,
wisemen, it does not say “kings,” nor does it say that
there were three of them and there is no claim
whatsoever that they we men.

But no matter, I would bet that those who still keep
the custom of a Christmas manger or creche will,
without a shred of doubt have three men in their
mangers and creche’s and sing gustily, We Three
Kings of Orient Are!
Our wise men or kings may be given costumes and
facial characteristics to suggest racial or ethnic
difference or royalty, but Matthew does not say any
of that or even suggest it as an even possible
interpretation of the story he is telling. It was not
Matthew’s concern.
They are often offered to us as culturally and
religiously diverse figures that give us reason to
welcome the stranger (that sure isn’t working these
days, is it?), Gentile/Jewish equality (that isn’t
working either), so what is working in this story, if
anything?
It isn’t a quaint story that we tell at Christmas.
Matthew’s Gospel is concerned with life and death,
not “cute”!
That is what I mean about the need to return to the
Bible as if it were the first time. It is not enough to
read the words, we, at least we say we believe it, are
not just reading another narrative or story in in a
series of texts strung together.
We need to discern the meaning behind the words
because the words are like the child Jesus,
incarnations of the Divine Spirit in the material
world, in this case, language, that is why Matthew
uses the term “magi” and not the colloquial
“wisemen” or “king” that we fantasize.
In paying attention to the text, we have to note that
Matthew specifically chose the word, “magi,” not
wisemen or wise men or kings, but “magi.” He could
have chosen other terms but he chose magi.
Magi was the term used in the earliest of what we
today consider to be religions, specifically, the
religion that is called, Zoroastrianism, which
originated in Iran where the Tigris and Euphrates
rivers intersected and human life most probably first
evolved outside of Africa.
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Magi were discerners of wisdom hidden in the details
of life, persons who probably lived peacefully with
mystery, persons called upon to bring meaning and
purpose into the unpredictable vagaries of human
life.
It is more than likely that the Magi, like other
genuine spiritual teachers, were people who were
“different,” in that they did not conform to typical
cultural expectations and, most likely, in many ways
were not part of any majority or category other than
“different.”
We live in times when it is a real possibility that our
dependence on the power of our rational minds
could lead to our extinction, so the question for us
today is why did Matthew introduce these ancient
sources of wisdom into his birth story of the child
Jesus.
They appear ONLY in Matthews Gospel, so it is not
that Matthew was recounting an historical fact. He
was revealing the hidden purposes of God.
We believe, at least we say we do, some of us,
probably, not too many, anymore, that the Bible is
the Word of God, not ancient fables and texts or
irrelevant and useless stories that sophisticated
people like us, need or could find useful, but a
conversation with the Living God.

That is a tough thing, The Living God, because we
have established so many false versions of The Living
God, the Christian/Catholic Traditions have become
encrusted with idols of all kinds and versions, making
it difficult to even believe that there is a Living God,
at the heart of it all.
That is what Father Leo is trying to do with Lectio
Divina, open us to a living conversation at the level of
our hearts and spirits, give it a try, just because it is
different does not mean it would not be good for us,
all of us. You can do it alone as I do.
As a conversation with the Living God, it is not as cut
and dried, as set in stone, as dead as dead could be,
the words mere props to otherwise grandiose and
narcissistic “dogmas” that serve religious cognoscenti
or tell of childish adventures.
This story is not simply about the Christ Child and
dreams to keep him safe by getting him out of harm’s
way, it is about all of us, as all of us are the Children
of God no matter how old we may be, no matter alive
Continued……………………..

or dead. Remember that it is as children that Jesus
primarily thought of us, especially, when he taught
us to pray as he prayed by beginning our prayer with,
Our Father.

In a very real sense, the earth and all of creation is
the dust of dying stars, dust that evolved, called forth
from the breath of God, to be LIFE.

The Number Drawn
On Tuesday,
December 27, 2022
Was #3219
The Winner Would Have
Won $1,550.00.
It Is A Rollover.

Human life like all other “life” is the dust of dead
stars that evolved to be conscious and capable of
loving and dreaming and fearing and hating and
remembering and incarnating love and hope and fear
and hate and memory into music and paintings and
stories and poems, movies, books, shelters, cakes
and cookies and pies, beers and spirits, and all sorts
of things, and, O, yes, guns and bombs and drones
and all manner of taking life.

The Winning Number Drawn
On Wednesday,
January 4, 2023
Was #2322

So, I think Matthew in this Gospel story and through
these discerners of Mysteries, the Magi, is asking us,
What dreams to we need to keep us safe, What
dreams do we need to keep the child in all people
safe, what dreams do we need to get the child out of
harm’s way so the child can be fruitful and multiply
and fill the earth?

The Next 50/50 Club Drawing
is Scheduled for
Tuesday, January 10, 2023.

Peace, Father Niblick
PS Why gold, frankincense, and myrrh?

Parish Book Club
Date: Tuesday, January 17, 2023
Time: 1:00 - 2:30 pm
Place: Casa Maria Lounge

Book Title: The Book of Lost Names
Author: Kristin Harmel
Please Contact Stephanie White at
219.924.2417
Lencioni Catering
Cater for
Casa Maria Banquet Hall
is looking for a dishwasher.
If interested, please contact
Dave Lencioni at 708.421.2433.

Congratulations
To
Our Parishioners
Who Won $2,287.50 !!

Club Information
To be eligible to win our weekly 50/50 Club you MUST use 2
separate envelopes dated for the current week and envelopes must be received by the business office before 8:30 am
on Monday morning following the envelope date. Please
drop your envelopes in the collection basket at church, drop
your envelopes in the drop box located to the right of the
business office door, or you may mail in your envelopes.
(Please allow extra time if you are mailing in your envelopes.) In your weekly offering envelope, your contribution
must be at least $5, and you must use your corresponding
weekly 50/50 club envelope with exactly $5 in that envelope.
If you donate with checks, you must write two separate
checks for each envelope every week. Writing one check for
your monthly offering and/or 50/50 contributions is not allowed. An NSF check will make a participant ineligible. Donations received through OSV on-line giving are not eligible
to participate in the 50/50 Club. Failure to comply with any
of these rules will result in ineligibility for participation in
that week’s 50/50 club.

Weekly drawings are held at 9:30 am on Tuesday mornings.
If a winner is picked, they will be contacted via phone on
Tuesday morning. Should the drawn envelope number not
be present in that Sunday’s collection, the winnings will rollover into the next week’s drawing. Thank you.

7

December, 2022

Frances Wozniakowski
Richard Mahaffey

Mr. Ryan Wilson

Richard Greski

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth and Barbara Bastie

Enrique Sierra

Ms. Rozann Skozen and Mr. Robert Wheeler

Theresa Ann Sullivan-Vargo

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher and Amy Kinard

Thomas Boleski

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey and Nicole Harrigan
and children
Owen Francis, Genevieve Rae and Fiona Rose

Betty Krueger
Nancy Wahlen
James Montella

Leo John William Brooks
Noah James Skurka
Olivia Jane Cipolla
Benicio Thomas Marcus Gomez

8

Magnolia Grace Martinez

Benjamin Nil Debs
Zane Joseph McCormick

ST. MARIA GORETTI PARISH
2023 FRIDAY FISH FRYS
February 24,
March 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31
4:00 pm – 7:00 pm (Last ticket sold at 7:00 pm)

Casa Maria Banquet Hall – 500 Northgate Drive, Dyer

ADULT DINNER

CHILD DINNER

$18.00
Fried or baked white fish,
broasted potatoes, cabbage
& noodles, green beans, and
all you can eat salad bar.
(Coffee & iced tea included)

$8.00
(Ages 6-12/under 6 free)
Chicken nuggets, tater tots,
macaroni & cheese, and all
you can eat salad bar.

Salad bar selection will vary every week but will include
tossed salad, pickled beets, cole slaw, cottage cheese,
kidney bean salad, pudding, bread, and butter.

Carry-out dinners are also available.
Cash bar and bake sale items available.
Food prepared by Lencioni Catering, caterer for Casa Maria Banquet Hall.

Please call the parish office at 219.865.8956 if you need further information.
Adult volunteer sign-up sheets will be available in the back of church and
through Jot Form.
CASH OR CHECK ONLY
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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The Anthropological Function Of Gossip - Ron Rolheiser
In his novel, Oscar and Lucinda, Peter Carey offers this
colorful image of gossip. The setting is a small town
where there are rumors about the priest and a
particular young woman. Here’s his metaphor: “The
vicar of Woolahra then took her shopping and society,
always feeling shopping to be the most intimate
activity, was pleased to feel the steam pressure rising
in itself as it got ready to be properly scandalized – its
pipes groaned and stretched, you could hear the
noises in its walls and cellars. They imagined he paid
for her finery. When they heard this was not so, that
the girl had sovereigns in her purse – enough, it was
reported, to buy the priest a pair of onyx cufflinks –
the pressure did not fall, but stayed constant, so that
while it did not reach the stage where the outrage
was hissing out through the open valves, it
maintained a good rumble, a lower note which
sounded like a growl in the throat of a smallish dog.”
What an apt image! Gossip does resemble steam
hissing from a radiator or the growl of a small dog,
and yet it’s important. For most of our lives, we form
community around it. How so?
Imagine going out for dinner with a group of
colleagues. While there isn’t overt hostility among
you, there are clear differences and tensions. You
wouldn’t naturally choose go out to dinner together,
but you have been thrown together by circumstance
and are making the best of it.
You have dinner together and things go along quite
pleasantly. There’s harmony, banter, and humor at
the table. How do you manage to get on so well
despite and beyond differences? By talking about
somebody else. Much of the time is spent talking
about others on whose faults, eccentricities, and
shortcomings we all agree. Alternatively, we talk
about shared indignations. We end up having a
harmonious time together because we talk about
someone or something else whose difference from us
is greater than our differences from each other. Of
course, you are afraid to leave the table because you
already suspect whom they will be talking about then!
Your fear is well founded.
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Until we reach a certain level of maturity, we form
community largely around scapegoating, that is, we
overcome our differences and tensions by focusing on
someone or something about whom or which we
share a common distancing, indignation, ridicule,
anger, or jealousy. That’s the anthropological function
of gossip – and it’s a very important one. We
overcome our differences and tensions by
scapegoating someone or something. That’s why it’s

easier to form community against something rather
than around something and why it’s easier to define
ourselves more by what we are against than by what
we are for.
Ancient cultures knew this and designed certain
rituals to take tension out of the community by
scapegoating. For example, at the time of Jesus
within the Jewish community a ritual existed that
essentially worked this way: At regular intervals, the
community would take a goat and symbolically adorn
it with the tensions and divisions of the community.
Among other things, they would drape it with a purple
cloth to symbolize that it symbolically represented
them and push a crown of thorns into its head to
make it feel the pain of their tensions. (Notice how
Jesus is draped in these exact symbols when Pilate
shows him to the crowd before the crucifixion: Ecce
homo … Behold your scapegoat!) The goat was then
chased off to die in the desert. It leaving the
community was understood as taking the
community’s sin and tension away, leaving the
community free of tension by its banishment.
Jesus is our scapegoat. He takes away our sin and
division, though not by banishment from the
community. He takes away our sins by taking them in,
carrying them, and transforming them so as not to
give them back in kind. Jesus takes away sin in the
same way as a water filter purifies, by holding the
impurities within itself and giving back only what is
pure.
When we say Jesus died for our sins, we need to
understand it this way: He took in hatred and gave
back love; he took in curses and gave back blessing; he
took in bitterness and gave back graciousness; he took
in jealousy and gave back affirmation; and he took in
murder and gave back forgiveness. By absorbing our
sin, differences, and jealousies, he did for us what we,
in a less mature and less effective way, try to do when
we crucify each other through gossip.
And that’s Jesus’ invitation to us: As adults, we are
invited to step up and do what Jesus did, namely, take
in the differences and jealousies around us, hold
them, and transform them so as not to give them back
in kind. Then won’t we need scapegoats any more,
and the steam-pipes of gossip will cease hissing and
the low growl of that smallish dog inside us will finally
be silent.
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher, and awardwinning author. He can be contacted through his website
www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

Sponsor of the Week

Personal Touch Technology
Computer Repairs - Assistance - Sales

Please patronize our Sponsors.
The bulletin is made possible by their support.

219.730.8003

